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Briefcase bass combo back in issue
265, and were mightily impressed.
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The secret behind the compan;
success at miniaturisation lies with the
distinctive aluminium-coned speakers.

After all, if you're using a conventional
15-inch speaker, for example, it doesn’t
matter how small the amplifier section

average size. This neatly breaks that
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just how good these little devils are we
asked Phil Jones what the technical
advantage is in using small speakers.
“Anyone who plays bass understands
that the speaker is a very important
part of the sound, but very few really
understand the science of
loudspeakers. It is not just a question of
size and power ratings. Often the
mistake is that loudspeaker power
ratings are simplified like the wattage of
alight bulb and this could not be
further from the reality. Loudspeaker
power rating is very complex and it
varies with the frequency and time
duration of the applied signal. The most
common factor of power handling today
is the size of the
loudspeaker voice
coil’'s area. When
multiple speakers
are used the
combined coil area is
far greater than a
large single speaker.
Large voice coil
areas mean a greater
dissipation of unwanted heat and that
further increases the dynamic linearity
of the speaker. Small cones also act
more like a piston following the exact
motion of the voice coil, which is
tracking the exact motion of the string
vibrations on the bass. The bottom line
is the speakers will track what you play
more accurately. Subconsciously you
are no longer fighting to compensate
for how you should sound and
consequently you will play better.”
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Even pushing the front
endinto distortion will
produce impressively
rasping sounds, and still
withoutintroducing
background noise

Although the speaker configuration
is the first element here to catch the
eye, it’s the amplifier that dictates the
initial translation of your bass sound
and, again, this is something special.
The Suitcase comes with two fully
independent channels with identical
appointments of active/passive
switching, input level control with
associated overload LED, and a five-
band graphic EQ with sliders. The
output section naturally applies to both
channels and features a switchable
limiter and master volume, both with
LEDs plus a headphone socket. The
panel to the lower rear provides jack
sockets for an effects loop, tuner
connection and pre-
amp output, XLR
balanced line out
and a Speakon
connector for that
all-important
extension cabinet
should you require
one. The mains
switch and heat sink
for the powerful MOSFET circuitry also
lie here and, sensibly, the cabinet
design is fitted with runners either side
of the panel to offer protection during
transportation —a nice touch. There is
also the added advantage of switchable
AC voltage and protected circuitry that
will operate just about anywhere in the
world without modification — the
ultimate in portability indeed.

Tough construction with chromed
metal corners and air vent, expanded

PJB SUITCASE PORTABLE BASS COMBO £699

Build quality $.2.8.8.¢8/
Features 2.8.8.8.9

Sound 2. 2.2.9.8/
Value for money ok k)

WE LIKED Punchy sound, great tonal
range and ultimate portability

WE DISLIKED Slightly awkward to carry

metal grille and front porting, makes
the Suitcase able to withstand the trials
and tribulations that any bass amp on
the move is subjected to. “The cabinet
is plywood but the front baffle is
high-density fibreboard — one of the
reasons why these cabinets sound
better,” explains Jones. “The front
panelis as solid as a rock and this is
where the cabinet has to be the most
rigid in order to reduce cabinet
coloration. The cabinet is also very
rigidly braced, like a good hi-fi speaker.”

SOUNDS: If you expect a tight punchy
sound from this combo, you won’t be
disappointed. You've read the theory
and in practice we can confirm that
there is absolutely nothing lacking from
the bottom end, in fact it positively
excels within the lower frequency
ranges in spite of the compact size and
diminutive speaker array.

The channels are identical so if you
favour a particular bass guitar circuit
configuration or use one of each, this
will suit your needs perfectly. Being
totally silent when you're not playing

only makes it seem all the more >

Therivals

Mesa Boogie Walkabout
Scout from £1,295
Euphonics Audio iAmp
WZ 200 £1,299
Ampeg Portabass
PBC2212 Combo £1,359
Hand-built in the

USA, Mesa Boogie’s
Walkabout Scout offers
the same power rating
as the Suitcase from
the same MOSFET
technology with a very
neat amplifier that
plugsintoalx 12
speaker housing to
make a combo. It’s a
great design concept
and retains most of

the distinctive Boogie
sound characteristics.
The Euphonics Audio
iAmp WZ 200 offers
less power at 200 watts
from a digital power
amp and employs a
single EA 12-inch WZ
full range driver. It also
features a chromatic
tuner with LED read
out and, at just 37Ibs,
is very easy to truck.
PortaBass combos from
Ampeg are designed

to give tonal clarity

and power and the
PBC2212 delivers a
cool 250 watts through
a 12-inch Neodymium
speaker. It features an
FX Blend control and,
to assist in handling, a
removable telescopic tilt
back handle is included

JUNE 2006 Guitarist 139

27/4/06 7:27:29 pm






